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to save Medicare, and has engaged in a
Medicare campaign designed to fright-
en and deceive senior citizens about
the Republican plan.

Instead of coming forth with a bill to
end welfare as we know it, as the Presi-
dent promised when he ran for Presi-
dent, the President remains silent
throughout the welfare debate. Instead
of delivering on a middle-class tax cut,
as he also promised when he ran for
President, and it is interesting that
Candidate Clinton said one thing and
President Clinton did another thing al-
though, but instead of delivering on a
middle-class tax cut as he promised
during his Presidential campaign, the
President pushed through the biggest
tax increase in history, a tax increase
that the President has recently admit-
ted was a mistake. In fact, he said
down in Houston at a fund raiser:

Probably there are people in this room still
mad at me for that budget because you think
I raised your taxes too much, and it might
surprise you to know that | think | raised
them too much, too.

That is what the President said. But,
characteristically, the President
blamed someone else for his own mis-
take, in this case the Republican Party
in the Congress, which voted unani-
mously against the Clinton Democratic
tax increase.

So, Mr. Speaker, at a time when
Americans are embracing the value of
personal responsibility, what does the
President do but blame everyone else
for his own lack of leadership?

Well, Mr. Speaker, Republicans in
this Congress are different. We are
keeping our promises, and we are step-
ping up to the Nation’s challenges. No
more excuses, no more Washington
gimmicks, no more blame game. Re-
publicans are providing the leadership
that President Clinton promised but
which, unfortunately, he lacks, the
leadership that America needs.

It took less than a year for us Repub-
licans to accomplish what President
Clinton, in the most powerful office in
the world, the most powerful political
office, could not deliver in 3 years. In
fact, just last week, we passed historic
landmark legislation which balances
the Federal budget for the first time in
26 years. We actually balanced the
budget by the year 2002 by limiting the
increase, not the decrease, the increase
in Federal spending to approximately 3
percent per year between now and 2002.

Second, we preserve and we protect
and strengthen Medicare while allow-
ing Medicare spending to increase for
every senior every year. The increase
in California, where | come from, is
from $5,000 per Medicare beneficiary
today to $8,000 per Medicare bene-
ficiary in the year 2002. In fact, over
that 7-year period, we plan to spend an
aggregate of $50,000 per Medicare bene-
ficiary in California.

Third, genuine welfare reform that
requires work, that emphasizes the
family, and gives people hope for the
future.

Last and very importantly, tax cuts
for families and for economic growth
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and job creation in the private sector
which gives us most of our new, good-
paying jobs.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the Presi-
dent to follow the Republicans’ lead, do
the right thing for America’s future
and support a budget, our budget, that
truly reflects America’s values.

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
without amendment a bill of the House
of the following title:

H.R. 2492. An act making appropriations
for the Legislative Branch for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1996, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
Senate had passed a bill of the follow-
ing title, in which the concurrence of
the House is requested:

S. 1382. An act to extend the Middle East
Peace Facilitation Act.

THE HORRIBLE TRUTH ABOUT
TAXES IN LIGHT OF BUDGET
AND APPROPRIATION PROCESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from New York
[Mr. OWENS] is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, the budget
and appropriation process is behind
schedule. | think that it has seldom
been as far behind as it is now. But, as
we all know, it is moving, and the crit-
ical high point is about to arrive. The
negotiations between the Democratic
President and the Republican-con-
trolled Congress will mark the high
point of this whole process.

Already there have been preliminary
negotiations, | understand, at the
White House; and we are beginning to
enter that process. | think it is impor-
tant at this point to take stock of
where we are and to have the American
people understand their vital role in
this process.

I would like to, first, congratulate
the American people, because the polls
show that American common sense is
again on target. American common
sense, despite all the confusion, the
double talk, the contradictions, the ob-
fuscation, the diversions, despite it all,
the American people understand basi-
cally what is going on; and their com-
mon sense has prevailed, and we have
to listen to it.

According to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, 61 percent of the people want the
President to veto the Republican budg-
et. Yes, the Republican budget pro-
duced by this House of Representatives
and the Senate, both controlled by Re-
publican majorities, 61 percent of the
American people, according to the Wall
Street Journal, want the President to
veto that budget. Thirty-two percent
said it is OK.

Seventy-three percent of the Amer-
ican people prefer smaller Medicare
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and education cuts, and they prefer a
10-year budget, according to the Wall
Street Journal. Seventy-three percent
prefer a 10-year budget and smaller
cuts. Only 22 percent would go with a 7-
year budget and the deep cuts that are
proposed by the Republican majority.

Common sense is on target. Con-
gratulations, American people, con-
gratulations to democracy.

When the decisionmakers and the
people who are locked into the closets
of Washington lose their way and can-
not understand the obvious, the Amer-
ican people can bring them back to re-
ality.

Yes, the American people are on tar-
get right now, but | fear, as we move
closer and closer to the climactic point
of this whole process of budget and ap-
propriations that there is going to be
more attempt to confuse the American
people. There will be more obfuscation
and more diversions thrown at the
American people.

So we have to be careful. Contradic-
tions will be rampant. There will be a
refusal to acknowledge certain things,
like they will not acknowledge the hor-
rible truth about taxes in America.

I believe we should have a tax cut. |
believe American individuals and fami-
lies, certainly those making $50,000 or
less, must have a tax cut. It is only
fair, because they have been swindled,
they have been swindled since 1943 by
having the great shift in the proportion
of the revenue burden borne by individ-
uals and families versus corporations.

That is my chart that always bring
because there is no truth more fun-
damental, no truth more important
than the truth of this chart, which
shows how the tax burden shifted from
American corporations to American in-
dividuals and families.

Herein lies the solution to the prob-
lem of the deficit, herein, lies the solu-
tion to the problem of a balanced budg-
et, and herein lies the solution to the
problem of giving some relief to the
American people who have borne such
high taxes for so many years.

There might have been a justification
during the era when we were fighting
the cold war. So the American people
made sacrifices. They bore the high
taxes. The cold war is over now. There
is no reason to continue, and there cer-
tainly is no reason why you had the
shift which is so dramatic from the
corporate world bearing the great por-
tion of the tax burden to a situation
now where the corporate world bears a
very tiny portion of it and individuals
and families are forced to bear most of
it.

I will come back to that, but that is
one of those acknowledgments, one of
the pieces of truth that both the White
House and the Republican-controlled
Congress refuse to acknowledge. We are
going to have negotiations at the
White House, and | certainly support
my Democratic President. | am glad
that you have the President there in-
stead of a Republican President. We are
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